
 

 

 

 

Council’s Report to Membership – June 2018 
 
Council meeting: 9 – 10 June 2018 

 

The Chairman opened the meeting by conveying his thanks to all involved in ESFA  

activities since the last meeting, and recognised in particular the efforts of the retiring 

Council Member, Neil Hopwood. 

  

Council wished to pass on their thanks to all of those involved in the National  

Competitions finals, which had again been very successful, much to the satisfaction of 

both participants and the Association’s sponsors. Competitions Committee also  

confirmed that arrangements would now be made for the Inter-County Competitions to 

operate on a national basis, with entries to be confirmed through the usual process of 

affiliation. The Chair of the Committee further reported that a review of the changes in the 

post-16 sector would take place (eg College mergers, cross-boundary schools) to 

determine what, if any, changes may need to be proposed to ESFA rules to keep up to date 

with such developments. Council noted that the last competition final, the U12 girls 9 a 

sides, would take place on 25th June at St George’s Park. 

  

Council heard from the Representative Football Committee that moderations to the  

international trials process was essential to deliver the programme within budget,  

noting that consequently, the regional trials would be followed by one central final trial 
(Boys 1st December, Girls 9th December, both at Stafford Town), where all regions would 

take part in one day of selection to determine final squads. The Lilleshall training  

weekends would also be contained to a single day, which would accommodate a fixture for 

each of the squads if one could be secured at no/low cost, and noted that those  

discussions were under way. Parents would be responsible for transporting players to each 

event. 

  

Council were invited by Association Development Committee to endorse the updated 

County Service Level Agreement, which contained minor changes but required CSFAs to 

organise Danone national competition activity in their County for both boys and girls, and 

for Districts and small schools, where the latter were present in the County. This was 

approved.  

  

Trustees reported to Council that, thanks to the efforts of all concerned, a balanced 

budget had been set for next season. Trustees reported on the good progress by the 

Association’s sponsorship broker, which was anticipated to convert into a number of small 

but critical sponsorship offers. Council heard of the success of the Panini “Classroom 

Challenge”, with regional and then national winners due to be announced shortly:  Council 

noted that the project had also been successful financially, with a greater than anticipated 

impact on income. Council were also advised that the  

Association had been invited to bid for PFA festival funding next season, and that  

regions were invited to co-ordinate their bids over the summer for 

consideration/prioritisation by Council in September, prior to onward submission to The 

PFA.  



Trustees wished to thank the outgoing interns for their contribution to the Association this 

season and this sentiment was echoed by Council. 

  

Council received an update from Marvin Robinson on his work to secure an improved 

technological solution for the Association and members were pleased to hear of the 

progress to date. Council also received the interim findings from both the equality and 

diversity and talent pathway research projects, which would be published once  

completed over the summer. 

  

The Chairman closed the meeting by thanking colleagues, the staff team and  

membership for their hard work all season and wished all restful summer break. 

  

 


